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What is the Nurse Licensure 
Compact?

The NLC is an interstate compact.

It authorizes a nurse with primary 
state of residence (PSOR) in a 
compact state and holding a multistate 
license, to practice (physically or via 
telehealth) in any compact state. 
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Why Would a Nurse Need More than One License?

A licensee must have the authority to practice 
in the state where the recipient of nursing 
service is located at the time service is 
provided (unless federally exempted).

“As the organizations representing…state…licensing 
boards…that regulate the practice of medicine, 
pharmacy and nursing, … (we) affirm that in a 
consumer protection model, health care practice 
occurs where the recipient of healthcare services is 
located.”

Source: The Tri-Regulator Collaborative Position Statement on Practice Location for 
Consumer Protection 
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https://www.ncsbn.org/TriReg_Practice_Location.pdf


New States to eNLC in 2018
• Residents of the 5 new states need to apply for a multistate license.  Applicants will 

be evaluated to see if they meet the requirements for a multistate license.
• They do not automatically have a multistate license upon the implementation date. 
• Applications are available on the BON website.

Florida
Georgia
Oklahoma
West Virginia 
Wyoming
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https://www.ncsbn.org/eNLC-ULRs_082917.pdf
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enhanced NLC – Current Status and Legislative Outlook
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NLC is Passed in Kansas
Will be implemented 7/1/19

• Look for more information closer to 
the date.  

• Nurses will not be able to practice 
in KS and KS residents will not be 
able to obtain a multistate license 
until the implementation is 
complete.
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Anticipated Legislation

2019

• Guam 
• Nevada
• Indiana
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License Renewal

• Once a nurse is issued a multistate license, the nurse can stop renewing 
any license held in another compact state.
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Moving (Changing Primary State of Residence)
Note: There is no grace period

1. When a nurse holding a multistate license moves from one compact state to 
another compact state, upon moving to the new primary state of residence, the 
nurse must apply for license by endorsement. The nurse should not delay in 
making application.

2. The nurse may practice in the new state of residence with the multistate license 
issued by the former state, until the multistate license is issued by the new state.

3. Once the new license is issued, the former state license is made inactive.
Ref: Rule 403 (1-2)
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https://www.ncsbn.org/eNLCFinalRulesadopted121217.pdf


Where Does a Nurse Have the Authority to Practice?
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Authority to Practice Map on www.Nursys.com
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Online Resources
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• NurseCompact.com
– Subscribe to receive email updates
– Send letters to your elected officials

• www.ncsbn.org/enhanced-nlc-implementation



Nursys E-NOTIFY

15

http://www.nursys.com/
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Questions

Jim Puente, MS, MJ, CAE

Director, Nurse Licensure Compact

nursecompact@ncsbn.org

nursecompact.com  
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